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About the Artist
Kondwani Fidel and his poetry have become one in the same. 

The passion Fidel brings to his work has taken the Baltimore native 

around the globe to confront education reform, civil rights, and 

growing up in an underserved community. Fidel has captivated 

audiences at conferences, literary events, and has lectured and taught 

classes at the University of East London while touring in the United 

Kingdom. Fidel’s lyrical poetry has been featured in The Washington 

Post, The Atlantic, CNN, The Root, The Independent, Mic, and 

Baltimore Sun along with his inspiring narratives for brands such as 

Under Armour. His viral essay, “How a Young Boy has Been Decaying 

in Baltimore Since Age 10: A Death Note”, cemented Fidel as an 

authority in his city. In 2018, The Baltimore Sun honored Fidel in its 

heralded ‘Best of Baltimore’ issue for his courage, innovative thinking, 

and leadership in local schools and communities.

Fidel is the author of his published collections, Hummingbirds in 

the Trenches (2018), and Raw Wounds (2017). Fidel’s work has been 

praised by literary and civil rights giants such as Ibram X. Kendi, 

Eve L. Ewing, and DeRay McKesson. Fidel is an M.F.A. candidate in 

Creative Writing and Publishing Arts at the University of Baltimore. 

Fidel was most recently been honored for his work with Baltimore’s 

Civil Rights Literary and Inspiring Voices award.
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Hummingbirds In 
The Trenches, 
is a collection of essays 
and poems that explore 
oppressive education 
systems, police 
brutality, violence and 
mental health issues.
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“Kondwani Fidel’s is a voice that 

demands—and needs—to be heard. His 

work worms into the depths of raw human 

emotion and masterfully commands a 

resonance with anyone lucky enough 

to pick up his book. Fidel manages the 

delicate balance of being a platform to seas 

of voices that have been hushed too long 

while ushering together a feeling of shared 

experience and camaraderie. Don’t miss 

out on Hummingbirds in the Trenches, little 

but beautiful and mighty.”

—Jessica Mehta, Barbara Deming Award 
winning poet and author

“Kondwani Fidel is a brilliant and bold 

voice of a generation of hummingbirds. 

This book of essays and lyrics sing baritone 

from the depth, from the complexities of 

the young Black experience in America. It is 

relevant. It is regal. It is real.” 

—Ibram X. Kendi, National Book 

Award-winning author of Stamped from 

the Beginning: The Definitive History of 

Racist Ideas in America

“Kondwani Fidel is gem—a gem that 

shines so bright, it’s even visible in the 

darkest of places. And from those dark 

places comes Raw Wounds, a story that 

clearly documents the many layers of 

Blackness in a way that only a person 

with his lived experience can. Raw 

Wounds is eye-openin g to outsiders and 

liberating to those who lived and are 

still living these experiences. Fidel has a 

literary gift and we are fortunate that he 

chose to share it with us. Raw Wounds 

is brilliant and I highly recommend it to 

anybody in search of the truth.”

—D. Watkins, New York Times bestselling 

author of The Beast Side and The Cook Up
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19.5k 
Followers

131k 
Impressions

64k
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